Researchers have long grappled with the problem of reducing tobacco use as a way optimizing the health and well-being of communities (Rhodes & Jason, 1988) . Every day, 3,000 American adolescents begin smoking (Pierce, Fiore, Novotny, Hatziandreu, & Davis, 1989) , and it is estimated that 1,000 of these children will eventually die of tobacco-related illness. Smoking is the leading preventable cause of death in the United States, killing over 400,000 people each year (Centers for Disease Control [CDC], 1993) . This is more people than die each year of acquired immune deficiency syndrome, homicide, suicide, automobile accidents, illegal drug use, and fires combined (Department of Health and Human Services, 1995) . The direct medical costs of treating tobacco-related disease in the United States are estimated at $50 billion per year (CDC, 1996) . The amount of human pain and suffering caused by tobacco use is unmeasurable. Despite these facts, 22.9% of adult Americans and 13.8% of Americans under the age of 18 smoke cigarettes (CDC, 1996) .
Nicotine addiction typically begins in adolescence with experimental cigarette smoking that progresses to smoking as a social activity and finally to regular, daily cigarette smoking (Johnston, O'Malley, & Bachman, 1994) . One of the antecedents to adolescent cigarette smoking is easy access to tobacco products (DiFranza, Carlson, & Caisse, 1992; Jason, Ji, Anes, & Birkhead, 1991; Stanton, Mahalski, McGee, & Silva, 1993) . It is reported that in most areas minors can purchase cigarettes from retailers most of the time (Billows et al, 1995; Forster, Komro, & Wolfson, 1996; Jason, Ji, & Anes, 1992; Jason, Billows, Schnopp-Wyatt, & King, 1996b; Johnston et al., 1994; Radecki & Zdunich, 1993) .
Educational programs have been implemented as a preventive measure, but it seems that cigarette sales remain unchanged or rebound after time (Altman, Rasenick-Douss, Foster, & Tye, 1991; Biglan et al., 1995; A. Biglan, personal communication, September 26, 1995; "Reducing Minor's Access," 1990 ). In addition, Feighery, Altman, and Shaffer (1991) found that the majority of judges who conducted merchant cigarette violation hearings either suspended the sentences or waived the fine.
In a collaborative study designed by the first author, baseline data from the police and concerned politicians in Woodridge, IL, indicated that approximately 70% of stores sold cigarettes to minors. 
